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The Post-War Transformation of Germany, an “Ethnic Nation” to “Immigration Nation”

— Examining the Trajectory of Multiculturalism through Societal and Policy Changes —

Minoru Tamura

Summary

Following World War II, Germany welcomed a substantial influx of foreign workers. However, the
acknowledgment of Germany as an “immigration country” did not materialize until the 21st century.
Throughout this period, the country refrained from implementing comprehensive immigration integration
policies, resulting in a surge of foreign individuals with limited understanding of the German language.
This led to the emergence of “parallel societies” where immigrants clustered, posing a significant societal
challenge. This article delves into Germany’s trajectory from accepting foreign workers to its status,
elucidating the societal shifts and policy evolutions that paved the way for the adoption of contemporary
immigration integration policies. In the 21st century, a holistic examination of “immigration policy” and
“immigration integration policy” is provided, with a particular focus on pivotal strategies like the
“Integration Course” and the “Social City Program.” Employing a framework comprising four categories of
social integration, the article critically assesses Germany’s aspirations through immigration integration
policies, portraying the metamorphosis from an “ethnic nation” to an “immigration country.” The
complexities and challenges inherent in this transformative process are thoroughly explicated. The analysis
underscores Germany’s commitment to shaping a society characterized by social cohesion and inclusivity,
shedding light on the multifaceted dimensions of the transition. The article aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of Germany’s journey, offering insights into the motivations and implications
behind the transformation into an “immigration country” and the concurrent challenges faced in achieving
societal integration.

Keywords: Immigration Integration Policy, Social City Program, Integration Course, Multiculturalism



